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wow,  WHAT  A SHOW! 

BALTIMORE  ANA  CONVENTION  DRAWS  17,000 


NLG  Celebrates 
25th  Anniversary  in  Bash 
Featuring  The  Girls 

Baltimore  - The  102nd  anniver- 
sary of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  was  held  in  this  City 
on  the  Chesapeake  for  the  second 
time  in  eight  years.  When  the 
smoke  cleared,  more  than  17,000 
individuals  passed  through  the 
convention  center  located  on  the 
waterfront  near  Camden  Yards 
baseball  stadium,  home  of  the 
Orioles,  each  of  whom  had  the 
opportunity  of  acquiring  hard-to- 
get  tickets  for  the  baseball  game, 
or  to  see  The  Girls,  an  even  more 
popular  group  of  nine  "players". 

Origin  of  The  Girls  is  somewhat 
obscured  in  time,  but  its  surviving 
members  are  illustrious:  Margo 
Russell,  former  editor  of  Coin 
World  newspaper;  Betty  Medlar, 
widow  of  Bob  Medlar,  popular 
dealer  and  former  ANA  governor; 
PoUy  Dodson,  wife  of  Adm.  Oscar 
Dodson,  the  past  ANA  president; 
P.M.  Williams;  Janet  Rothert, 
widow  of  Matt  Rothert,  former 
ANA  president;  Lucy  Freeman, 
widow  of  S.W.  Freeman,  beloved 
advertising  manager  for  The 
Numismatist  for  many  years. 

Missing  were  Eva  B.  Adams, 
director  of  the  United  States  mint 
during  the  Kennedy,  Johnson  and 
part  of  the  Nixon  Administrations 


(1961-1969),  who  died  several 
years  ago;  Mary  T.  Brooks,  anoth- 
er former  Mint  director  who 
served  during  the  Nixon  and  Ford 
years, 1969-1976;  and  the  late 
Virginia  Culver,  past  president  of 
the  ANA. 

Celebrating  the  25th  anniver- 
sary of  the  founding  of  the  NLG 
was  a group  of  almost  200  writers 
in  the  numismatic  field,  all  of 
whom  were  appropriately  disre- 
spectful for  the  tradition  started  in 
1968  when  Lee  Martin,  Ed 
McClung,  Jim  Miller  and  a few 
others  braved  together  to  found  a 
group  devoted  to  the  written 
numismatic  arts. 

Besides  the  bash,  a traditional 
irreverent  event,  the  occasion  was 
also  marked  by  the  publication  of  a 
52-page  booklet  celebrating  the 
quarter  century  of  NLG's  existence. 

During  that  time,  the  NLG 
Newsletter  has  not  exactly  become 
a household  word,  but  has  been 
published  with  some  degree  of 
frequency  and  is  designed  to  keep 
members  up  to  date  with  the 
insults  of  the  day,  and  what  is  oth- 
erwise happening  in  the  field  of 
numismatic  writing. 

*DcuMd  /4texaHdeft 

Produced  by  writer  David 
Alexander,  a true  researcher,  the 
book  covers  the  25  years  of  NLG 


history  and  even  includes  a short 
list  of  some  numismatic  and  other 
items  that  the  guild  created  in  its 
existence. 

It  covers  the  origins  of  the 
famed  Clemy  Award,  the  highest 
honor  that  the  NLG  can  award 
anyone,  recalling  the  recipients 
initial  qualifications  as  having  a 
great  distance  to  travel  home  after 
receiving  the  award,  and  having  a 
great  distance  to  travel  the  follow- 
ing year  — together  with  a sense 
of  humor. 

The  ability  to  look  at  the  bright 
side  of  things  was  helpful,  consid- 
ering that  the  award  was  original- 
ly a 55  pound  manual  typewriter, 
spray-painted  gold.  Originally, 
the  winner  had  to  transport  it 
(together  with  its  equally  heavy 
packing  crate)  home  and  return  it 
the  following  year  to  give  to  the 
next  miscreant. 

More  recently,  however,  a 
plaque  has  been  created  in  its 
place  — designed  to  honor  the 
recipient  and  easily  fit  on  a desk. 

The  award  winner  in  1993  was 
Russ  Rulau,  who  earlier  in  the 
day  had  attended  an  NLG  educa- 
tional forum  and,  after  speaking 
in  his  usual  wry  fashion,  observed 
that  he  was  the  only  founding 
father  of  the  organization  who 
had  yet  to  receive  the  Clemy 
Award  — and  then  said  that  it 
didn't  matter,  anyway. 


But  it  did,  and  the  usually  staid 
Rulau  was  visibly  moved  by  the 
peer  recognition  of  his  power  as  a 
journalist,  and  his  arrival  as  the 
25th  recipient  of  an  award  named 
for  the  late  Clement  F.  Bailey, 
widely  remembered  as  a numis- 
matic writer's  numismatic  writer. 

Wendell  Wolka  was  host  of  the 
festivities.  NLG  executive  direc- 
tor Ed  Reiter  acted  as  a co-host, 
and  took  the  opportunity  to  make 
his  annual  a cappella  song  at  the 
Bash  to  honor  his  wife  and  their 
own  wedding  anniversary.  Four 
of  their  five  children  were  in  the 
audience. 


NLG's  25th  anniversary  also 
took  the  opportunity  to  present 
awards  to  journeymen  writers 
and  editors  who  produce  newspa- 
pers and  periodicals  in  the  field 
all  year  long.  (A  list  of  those 
receiving  awards  is  included  in 
this  issue).  Scott  Travers  coordi- 
nated the  judging  of  awards  and 
handing  out  of  plaquettes  for  the 
third  consecutive  year. 

Virtually  absent  from  the  meet- 
ing in  a pleasant  change  with  tra- 
dition  was  most  of  the  ANA 
board  of  governors,  who  had  been 
invited  by  the  United  States  Mint 
to  a bash  of  a different  sort. 

Instead  of  stale  pretzels  and 
potato  chips,  with  an  expensive 
cash  bar  at  the  Hyatt  Hotel,  they 
were  instead  invited  to  a Mint- 
sponsored  banquet  where,  those 
who  attended  reported,  the  com- 
pany was  just  as  good  (perhaps 
better)  than  the  NLG  bash  — and 
at  less  than  half  the  cost.  Some 
loyal  NLG  members  who  are  part 
of  both  organizations  just 
wouldn't  miss  the  Bash,  however. 
It  is  reported  that  they  will  soon 
be  examined  for  mental  acuity. 


NLG  Members  Grace 
ANA  Board  of  Governors 

ANA's  new  board  is  well  rep- 
resented by  members  of  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 
President  David  L.  Ganz  is  a long 
time  ANA  member  and  editor  of 
this  newsletter.  Vice  president 
Ken  Bressett  edits  the  "Red  Book" 
and  has  written  dozens  of  articles 
in  the  coin  field.  Gov.  Anthony 
Swiatek  publishes  his  own 
newsletter  and  is  author  of  a 
recent  book  on  commemoratives, 
published  by  Amos  Press. 
Governor  Helen  Carmody  writes 
regularly  for  the  Commemorative 
Trail  publication  of  the  Com- 
memorative Society.  And,  Gov. 
David  Lisot  is  a maven  in  the 
video  field. 

Brace  Bucks 
A New  Currency 

By  Scott  H.  Ganz 

Dr.  Matthew  Milestone  of 
Paramus,  New  Jersey,  has  issued  a 
new  kind  of  money  called  "brace 
bucks".  Every  time  a patient  visits 
his  office,  they  receive  a certain 
amount  of  "brace  bucks",  a cur- 
rency of  the  orthodontic  realm. 

The  amount  of  brace  bucks  a 
patient  receives  depends  on  what 
the  orthodontist  does  or  what  he 
puts  in  your  mouth.  Participants  can 
trade  in  brace  bucks  at  participating 
stores  for  various  gift  certificates. 

Purpose  of  the  brace  buck  pro- 
gram is  to  encourage  young 
patients  to  listen  to  their  dentist's 
request  that  they  brush  their  teeth 
frequently  and  also  to  want  to  go 
to  the  orthodontist's  office.  Each 
time  you  go  to  the  office  you 
receive  at  least  one  brace  buck. 

For  instance  if  you  collect  two 
brace  bucks,  you  get  a gift  certifi- 
cate to  Burger  King  good  for  "2 
bucks".  I have  recently  visited  his 
office,  and  was  informed  that  I 
needed  braces. 

I received  one  brace  buck  for 
this  and  was  also  told  that  I 
would  receive  more  "brace 
bucks"as  I came  to  his  office  for 
more  visits. 


So  far,  I have  received  5 Brace 
bucks  and  I am  trying  to  get  a 
total  amount  of  20  brace  bucks  for 
a gift  certificate  to  Toys"R"  Us. 
Each  brace  buck  is  the  same  size 
as  a dollar  bill  and  has  some  por- 
tions of  the  dollar  design  on  its 
face.  The  reverse  is  blank.  A pic- 
ture of  Dr.  Milestone's  staff  is  in 
the  center  of  the  note,  which  has 
two  main  inscriptions. 

One  says  "your  cooperation  is 
important.  Orthodontics  is  a team 
effort!"  The  other  states  "A 
healthy  smile  is  up  to  you.  Visit 
your  dentist  every  six  months!" 

Cont.  on  page  3. 
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To  comply  with  the  law,  the 
paper  also  states  that  the  brace 
buck  is  not  legal  tender  or  a legal 
currency,  and  can  only  be 
redeemed  at  their  office.  The  only 
way  these  brace  buck  can  be  used 
is  by  being  traded  in  for  gift  cer- 
tificates at  participating  stores. 

Where  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury's  signature  usually 
appears  on  a dollar  bill,  the  signa- 
ture of  "Buck  E.  Beaver"  appears, 
a humorous  reference  to  the  rea- 
son that  people  obtain  braces:  to 
fix  their  teeth. 

Collectors  interested  in  acquir- 
ing brace  bucks  are  invited  to  con- 
tact Dr.  Milestone  at  his  office  in 
the  Bergen  Mall,  East  Arcade, 
Paramus  NJ  07652. 

Scott  H.  Ganz,  an  ANA  Life 
Member,  wrote  this  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a recent  visit  to  the 
orthodontist  that  resulted  in  the 
opportunity  to  receive  many 
brace  bucks  over  the  next  several 
years.  He  attended  his  first  ANA 
convention  in  Baltimore,  and  his 
first  NLG  Bash  at  the  same  time. 
(He  left  early,  claiming  he  was 
bored). 


Editor's  note:  My  son,  Scott  Harry 
Ganz,  who  celebrated  his  11th  birthday  at 
the  ANA  convention  on  July  31,  1993, 
wrote  this  on  his  own.  I admit  that  it  was 
edited  by  me,  but  only  lightly,  and  to  add 
a numismatic  dimension  about  which  he 
is  only  casually  aware,  but  nonetheless 
keenly  interested.  This  is  his  maiden 
effort  in  the  world  of  publishing.  It  seems 
obvious,  at  least  to  this  editor,  that  it  will 
not  be  his  last.  A slightly  different  version 
was  published  in  the  August  issue  of  The 
Numismatist.  Scott  is  in  the  sixth  grade 
at  Memorial  School  in  Fair  Lawn,  N.J. 


Isaac  Newton 
1642-1727 

By  Martha  Stevenson,  NLG 

Isaac  Newton,  famous  through 
out  the  world  for  his  work  on  the 
laws  of  gravity,  also  worked  meri- 
toriously at  the  British  Royal  Mint. 
From  1696  tol727,  Newton  was 
often  referred  to  as  "The  Guardian 
of  the  Nation's  Coinage." 

Isaac  Newton  was  born  on 
Christmas  Day  in  1642  in 
Woolsthorpe,  Lincolnshire, 
England.  His  father,  a man  who 
had  worked  a small  farm,  died  a 
few  months  before  his  birth.  He 
lived  with  his  mother  until  her 
marriage  to  the  rector  of  North 
Witham  in  1645  when  Isaac  was 
left  with  his  maternal  grandmoth- 
er at  Woolsthorpe.  His  grand- 
mother was  very  happy  to  have 
him  at  her  home  and  began  with 
plans  of  teaching  him  to  read, 
write  and  make  friends. 

She  also  taught  him  about 
Enghsh  coins,  often  taking  him  to 
the  store  with  her  for  the  experi- 
ence of  spending  them.  He 
learned  about  the  value  of  the 
half-penny  (half  of  a British 
penny),  the  penny  (1/12  of  a 
shilling),  "tuppence"  (two  British 
pennies),  and  the  shilling  (1/20  of 
a British  pound). 

At  the  age  of  twelve,  after 
acquiring  the  rudiments  of  an 
education  at  small  schools  close 
by,  Newton  was  sent  to  a gram- 
mar school  at  Grantham,  where 
he  lived  with  an  apothecary. 
There  he  displayed  an  early  taste 
and  aptitude  for  mechanical  con- 
trivances. He  made  windmills, 
water-clocks  and  sun-dials,  and  is 
credited  with  the  invention  of  a 
four  wheel  carriage  which  was 
moved  by  the  rider. 

In  1656,  Newton's  mother 
became  a widow  again  and 
returned  to  Woolsthorpe  to 
remove  her  eldest  son  from  school 
so  that  he  might  prepare  himself 
to  manage  the  farm.  But  it  was 
soon  evident  that  Newton's  inter- 
ests were  not  in  farming.  Upon 
the  advice  of  his  uncle,  he  entered 
Trinity  College  where  he  matricu- 


lated in  1660  as  one  of  the  boys 
who  performed  menial  services  in 
exchange  for  educational  expenses. 

College  had  a lot  to  offer 
Newton.  Determined  to  learn  all 
he  could,  he  absorbed  every  piece 
of  knowledge  available  from  his 
textbooks.  Each  day  he  hurried  to 
complete  his  chores  so  he  could 
devote  the  balance  of  his  awake 
hours  to  study.  He  eventually 
transferred  to  Cambridge  and 
graduated  magna  cum  laude. 

Newton's  place  was  in 
Cambridge  for  the  first  half  of  his 
adult  life.  He  devoted  himself  to 
his  work  which  was  met  with 
ready  approval  among  those  few 
whose  opinions  were  worthy  of 
consideration.  He  spent  years  of 
effort  in  completing  the 
"Principia."  Its  publications 
achieved  much  success,  the  con- 
tents being  taught  at  Cambridge, 
St.  Andrews  and  Edinburgh,  while 
Oxford  followed  suit  before  long. 

From  1665  to  1691,  Newton 
was  essentially  a scientific 
researcher,  and  labored  to  unravel 
the  laws  of  nature.  He  soon 
became  the  foremost  representa- 
tive of  British  learning  as  no 
greater  mathematician,  physicist 
and  astronomer  combined  in  one 
person  ever  existed.  No  more 
noble  figure  could  be  imagined  to 
act  as  the  presiding  genius  over 
British  science.  But  Newton 
became  exhausted  with  his  scien- 
tific efforts.  He  eventually  suf- 
fered an  indifference  to  science 
and  set  about  seeking  an  adminis- 
trative job. 

Checking  Account 
in  the  Black 

Thanks  to  a loan  of 
$4,000  from  Treasurer  Kay 
Lenker  (to  print  the  25th 
anniversary  history),  NLG's 
checkbook  is  in  the  black: 
$2,500  worth. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 
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Unique  Serial  Numbers 
Slated  for  Commems 

An  extraordinary,  new  col- 
lectible struck  by  the  U.S.  Mint, 
and  modified  with  the  serial  num- 
ber issued  by  the  sponsoring 
organization,  has  been  authorized 
by  the  James  Madison  Memorial 
Fellowship  Foundation,  a federal 
government  entity.  The  American 
Numismatic  Association,  largest 
educational,  non-profit  organiza- 
tion of  coin  collectors  in  the 
world,  is  handling  its  sale. 

Marketed  at  a pre-issue  price 
of  only  $19.95  until  October  15 
($26.95  thereafter),  as  part  of 
a'Treedom  Pack"TM  created  by 
ANA,  the  coins  are  unique  and 
distinctive.  Only  a limited  quanti- 
ty will  be  produced.  (The  quantity 
is  limited  to  the  number  of  orders 
received  by  October  15.) 

This  marks  the  second  time 
since  1925  that  a sponsoring  orga- 
nization has  altered  a numismatic 
product  and  authorized  its 
issuance  to  the  public.  The  last 
time  was  in  1925,  when  Stone 
Mountain  commemorative  half 
dollars  were  also  specially  marked. 

Announcing  the  significant 
development  was  Admiral  Paul  A. 
Yost,  president  of  the  Madison 
Memorial  Fellowship  Foundation 
(JMMFF)  from  the  Washington, 
D.C.  headquarters.  The  organiza- 
tion is  a federal  government 
agency  whose  purpose  is  to  pro- 
mote study  of  the  U.S.  Constitution 
among  high  school  teachers. 

Joining  in  the  announcement  at 
ANA  headquarters  in  Colorado 
Springs  was  Executive  Director 
Bob  Leuver,  and  outgoing  presi- 
dent Edward  C.  Pochette. 
Pochette  and  Yost  have  both 
signed  a certificate  of  authenticity 
for  the  distinctive  product. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Mint 
issued  a "Young  Collector's  Pack" 
containing  an  uncirculated  silver 
Madison  half  dollar,  but  the  coin 
without  the  package  was  identical 
to  that  produced  for  the  packag- 
ing. The  new  coin  differs.  Still, 
some  50,000  units  were  sold  - a 
sell-out  for  the  Mint. 


What  makes  the  Madison 
Foundation/ ANA  commemor- 
ative so  distinctive  is  that  it  is  both 
edge  lettered  and  serially  num- 
bered on  the  coin  itself.  This  creates 
a distinctive  coin  design  on  the 
third  side  of  the  coin:  its  edge. 

Marking  the  edge  with  the  ini- 
tials JMMFF  and  ANA,  with  a ser- 
ial number  also  shown,  is  intend- 
ed to  show  the  joint  nature  of  the 
venture,  a first  in  modern  times 
for  contemporary  commemora- 
tive coin  issues. 

Origins  of  the  marketing  idea 
are  traced  to  Lewis  Larsen,  who 
works  for  the  Madison  Foundation 
and  was  placed  in  charge  of  both 
shepherding  the  legislation  autho- 
rizing it  through  Congress,  and 
later  its  marketing. 

Hearings  were  held  in  1992 
before  the  Subcommittee  on 
Consumer  Affairs  & Coinage  of 
the  House  of  Pepresentatives,  then 
chaired  by  Pep.  Esteban  Torres,  D- 
Calif.,  and  in  a rare  joint  appear- 
ance on  the  other  side  of  Capitol 
Hill  both  Senators  Ted  Kennedy, 
D-Mass.,  and  Orrin  Hatch,  P-Utah, 
attended  and  testified  before  the 
subcommittee  favoring  the  legisla- 
tion. The  ANA  also  appeared  at 
the  hearing  and  favored  the 
Madison  Commemorative,  as  did 
the  U.S.Mint. 

If  the  Mint  and  the  Madison 
Foundation  were  allies  at  the  time 
of  the  legislative  hearing,  they 
opposed  the  alliance  between 
Madison  Foundation  and  the 
ANA,  which  originally  had  asked 
them  to  join  in  the  production  and 
marketing  of  a distinctive  product. 

ANA  and  Madison  initially 
planned  to  utilize  the  commemo- 
rative 50  cent  piece  together  with 
a U.S.  Mint  medal  and  salute  the 
U.S.  Mint  on  the  occasion  of  its 
bicentennial.  The  packaging 
would  have  been  similar  to  the 
young  collector's  set. 

Mint  officials  were  initially 
enthusiastic,  however  a meeting 
took  place  of  all  senior  mint  staff 
and  a high  official  gave  it  a thumbs 
down,  even  after  Adm.  Yost  made 
a personal  appearance  and  request 
that  the  program  be  approved. 


Because  that  initial  request 
contemplated  placing  a serial 
number  on  the  packaging,  it  was 
theorized  that  there  would  be  a 
controlled  edition,  limited  to  the 
specific  number  produced  within 
a certain  time  frame. 

When  mint  officials  gave  their 
final  no,  Madison  Foundation  and 
ANA  officials  were  left  scrambling 
for  a solution  - with  less  than  four 
weeks  to  go  before  the  start  of  the 
ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money  - its 
102nd  anniversary  convention  - 
was  to  begin  in  Baltimore. 

Since  serialization  of  packaging 
was  nixed  by  the  Mint,  the  ANA 
decided  to  find  out  whether  or  not 
a private  minting  facility  could 
put  a serial  number  on  the  coin 
itself  - on  the  edge.  Silvertowne,  of 
Winchester,  Indiana,  was  invited 
to  participate. 

To  accomplish  the  serial  num- 
ber, the  edge  of  the  coin  needed  to 
be  shaved  - since  it  was  reeded  in 
conformity  with  tradition,  as 
opposed  to  law.  Once  the  edge 
was  ground  down,  a die  was 
needed  to  incuse  the  serial  num- 
ber, and  the  additional  marking. 
Silvertowne's  die  shop  created  the 
markings  for  the  edge,  and 
worked  up  several  production 
samples. 

There  were  defects  in  the  first 
production  model,  as  might  be 
expected  given  the  time  parameter. 
The  initials  JMMFFANA  were  run 
together,  with  the  serial  number 
following.  A decision  was  made  to 
separate  them,  and  to  place  the 
serial  number  in  between. 

Stephen  Bobbitt,  ANA's  public 
relations  director,  and  loyal  NLG 
supporter,  conceived  the  name 
"Freedom  Pack"TM  - and  ANA's 
trademark  was  thus  born  on  the 
fly,  less  than  a week  before  the 
concept  went  public. 

Announcement  of  availability 
of  the  coin  was  made  at  the  start 
of  the  ANA  convention  in 
Baltimore;  by  the  end  of  the  con- 
vention, strictly  by  word  of 
mouth,  ANA  officials  announced 
that  more  than  2,400  coins  had 
been  sold.  Post-convention,  a 
sales  campaign  will  be  run  in 
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various  hobby  periodicals  to  try 
and  boost  sales. 

"Only  those  coins  ordered  by 
October  15  will  be  delivered," 
Adm.  Yost  explained.  Rudy  Barr 
added  that  "orders  received  after 
October  15  will  not  be  recognized, 
and  checks  received  will  be 
returned  uncashed." 

Adm.  Yost  spoke  of  the 
"investment  potential"  in  these 
coins,  and  it  is  true  that  the  Stone 
Mountain  Commems  that  are  seri- 
ally numbered  have  a substantial- 
ly higher  value  than  the  regular 
coin,  as  indeed  does  a 1960's 
counterstamp  on  the  Cleveland 
issue,  done  by  a local  coin  club. 

Features  of  this  coin: 

• The  uncirculated  silver  half  dol- 
lar is  not  otherwise  singly  avail- 
able. (To  acquire  it,  you  had  to 
order  it  either  with  the  silver 
dollar,  or  as  part  of  a three  or 
six  coin  Madison  set). 

• This  half  dollar  is  of  low 
mintage  as  uncirculated.  Only 
one  million  pieces  were  auth- 
orized in  the  first  place,  and  of 
some  700,000  regular  pieces 
ordered,  more  than  two-thirds 
are  of  the  proof  variety. 

• So  of  the  remaining  200,000  pieces 
in  uncirculated  condition,  only  a 
small  number  will  have  serial 
numbers  on  the  edge  - and  the 
unique  imprimatur  of  both  the 
James  Madison  Memorial 
Fellowship  Foundation,  and  the 
American  Numismatic  Association. 

• Pricing  the  coin  at  just  $19.95 
retail  on  the  pre-issue  market  is 
also  a plus. 

• It  will  be  listed  in  next  year's 
Guidebook  of  United  States  Coins 
(the  "Red  Book"),  according  to 
Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  its  editor. 

Final  authorized  issue  amount- 
ed to  about  9,600  specimens.  A 
resale  market  has  already  devel- 
oped with  Unicover  corporation 
selling  them  at  $35  a piece,  and  at 
least  one  dealer  has  them  in  their 
Holiday  catalog  line  at  $29.95. 

If  your  readers  want  to  pur- 
chase any,  a limited  number  are 
available  at  $26.95  from  the 
American  Numismatic  Assoc- 


iation, 818  N.  Cascade  Avenue, 
Colorado  Springs  CO  80903. 
ANA  will  also  offer  them  free  of 
charge  to  anyone  signing  up  as 
either  a new  five  (5)  year  member 
of  ANA,  or  renewing  an  existing 
membership  for  five  years. 

* * * 

For  further  information  about 
the  Madison  Foundation  coin  pro- 
gram, you  can  contact  Lew  Larsen, 
202-653-8700  or  Stephen  Bobbitt  at 
ANA  headquarters,  719-632-2646. 

NOTE:  This  article  does  not 
represent  an  endorsement  by  the 
NLG  of  any  items  mentioned 
herein.  The  NLG  recognizes  that 
while  some  individual  members 
have  expressed  approval  of  the 
offering  described  in  this  article, 
others  have  taken  exception  to  the 
program.  We  welcome  comments 
both  pro  and  con,  and  will  consid- 
er publishing  some  of  these  in  a 
future  NLG  Newsletter. 


Presentation  of  Top 
NLG  Awards 
At  Bash  in  Baltimore 

Dozens  of  awards  were  made 
at  Baltimore  to  NLG  members  and 
others  who  wrote  in  various  cate- 
gories in  the  past  year,  and  who 
were  otherwise  active  in  the 
numismatic  communications  field. 


1993  NLG  Awards 


CLASS  1 BOOKS 

1.  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  work  having  the  greatest 
potential  impact  on  numismatics: 
Complete  Catalog  and  Ency- 
clopedia of  Morgan  and  Peace 
Dollars,  Third  Edition,  by 
LeRoy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A. 
George  Mallis 

2.  BEST  SPECIALIZED  BOOK 

(a)  United  States  Coins:  Flying 
Eagle  & Indian  Cents,  by 
Richard  Snow 

(b)  World  Coins:  Standard  Cata- 


log of  World  Gold  Coins,  Third 
Edition,  by  Chester  L.  Krause 
and  Clifford  Mishler;  Colin  R. 
Bruce  II,  Senior  Editor 

(c)  U.S.  Paper  Money:  Guide 
Book  of  United  States 
Currency,  by  Kenneth  Bressett 

(d)  World  Paper  Money: 

No  award 

(e)  Tokens  & Medals:  Latin 
American  Tokens,  A Guide 
Book  and  Catalog  1700-1920, 
by  Russell  Rulau 

(f)  Numismatic  Investments: 
One-Minute  Coin  Expert, 
Special  Edition  - Modern 
Twentieth-Century  Coins,  by 
Scott  A.  Travers 

(g)  Museum  & Exhibition 
Catalogs:  Gold  Coins  1785- 
1834,Smithsonian  Institution, 
Cory  Gillilland,  Editor 

CLASS  II-A 
U.S.  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

3.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES 

(a)  Coins:  David  T.  Alexander, 
"Great  Characters  of  Numis- 
matics," COINage 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals:  Bill  Murray, 
"Medals  as  Affordable  Art," 
COINage 

(c)  Paper  Money:  Kari  Stone, 
"Creating  Better  U.S.  Paper 
Money,"  COINage 

4.  BEST  COLUMN 

"My  Two  Cents'  Worth," 

Ed  Reiter,  COINage 

5.  BEST  ISSUE 
COINage,  July  1992, 

James  L.  Miller,  Publisher 

CLASS  II-B 
WORLD  COMMERCIAL 
NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

6.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES 

(a)  Coins:  Anthony  F.  Milavic, 
"Ancient  Olympia:  The  Place, 
The  Games,"  The  Celator 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals:  Douglas  G. 
Borden,  "Junk  Box  Searches 
Can  Yield  Variety  of  Tokens," 
World  Coin  News 

(c)  Paper  Money:  No  award 
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7.  BEST  COLUMN 
''Coins  of  the  Bible/'  David 
Hendin,  The  Celator 

8.  BEST  ISSUE 

The  Celator,  December 
1992, Wayne  G.  Sayles,  Editor 

CLASS  III 

NON-PROFIT  OR  CLUB 
NUMISMATIC  MAGA7.TNF.S 

NATIONAL  CLUB  PUBLICATIONS 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

David  L.  Ganz,  "An  Idea 
Whose  Time  Has  Not  Yet 
Come,"  The  Numismatist, 
November  1992 

10.  BEST  COLUMN 

"Coins  and  Collectors,"  Q.  David 
Bowers,  The  Numismatist 

11.  BEST  ISSUE 

The  Numismatist,  September 
1992,  Barbara  Gregory,  Editor 

REGIONAL,  STATE  AND 
LOCAL  PUBLICATIONS 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Anthony  Swiatek,  "The  Norse 
American  Commemorative 
Issues,"  The  Centinel 

10.  BEST  COLUMN 

"From  Your  Editor,"  Gayle  K. 
Pike,  Tenn  Coin  News 

11.  BEST  ISSUE 

Fun  Topics,  Summer  1993, 
Joe  Jones,  Publisher 

CLASS  IV 

NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

12.  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY 
OR  CONTINUING  COVER- 
AGE OF  DEVELOPING 
STORY  IN  NUMISMATICS 
Alan  Herbert,  "Note  With 
Green  District  Seal  and  Number 
Seen,"  Bank  Note  Reporter 

13.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES 

(a)  Coins:  William  T.  Gibbs,  "1943 
Steel  Cents,"  Coin  World 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals:  Paul 
Gilkes,  "Casino  Chips,"  Coin 
World 

(c)  Paper  Money:  John  Hickman, 
"South  Carolina  Census," 
Bank  Note  Reporter 


14.  BEST  COLUMN 

"The  Coin  Detective,"  Mary 
Sauvain,  Coin  World 

15.  BEST  ISSUE 

Coin  World,  June  1,  1992, 
Beth  Deisher,  Editor 

CLASS  V 

NON-NUMISMATIC 

NEWSPAPERS 

16.  THE  MAURICE  M.  GOULD 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

Edwin  V.  Quagliana,  Daily 
Local  News,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

CLASS  VI 

AUCTION  CATALOGS 

17.  BEST  AUCTION  CATALOG 
Stack's,  "The  Floyd  T.  Starr 
Collection,"  Oct.  20-22, 1992 

CLASS  VII 

COMMERCIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

18.  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER'S 
AWARD 

for  Best  Investment  Newsletter: 
Maurice  H.  Rosen,  The  Rosen 
Numismatic  Advisory 

19.  BEST  DEALER-PUBLISHED 
MAGAZINE  OR  NEWSPAPER 

Rare  Coin  Review,  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries 

CLASS  VIII 

ALL-AROUND  PORTFOLIO 

20.  Best  All-Around  Portfolio: 

Robert  D.  Leonard 

CLASS  IX 

THE  NLG  NEWSLETTER 

21.  Best  Writer  in  the  NLG 
Newsletter: 

Q.  David  Bowers 

CLASS  X 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

22.  RADIO:  Best  Radio  Series: 

"Money  Talks,"  American 
Numismatic  Association, 
James  Taylor,  Producer 

23.  AUDIO:  Best  Audio  Program 
on  Numismatics:  "The  Future 
of  Commemorative  Coins," 
Anthony  Swiatek 


24.  TELEVISION:  Best 

Television  Report  on 
Numismatics:  "Smart  Money," 
CNBC,  Ken  and  Daria  Dolan, 
Hosts;  Michael  Fuljenz,  Guest 

25.  VIDEO:  Best  Video  Presenta- 
tion: "Grading  Mint-State 
U.S.Coins,"  American  Numis- 
matic Association,  J.P.  Martin, 
Narrator;  David  Lisot, 
Producer-Director 

CLASS  XI 
CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

26.  CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 
MEMORIAL  AWARD  for 
Best  New  Writer:  Christopher 
Batio,  Krause  Publications 

AWARDS  OF 

EXTRAORDINARY  MERIT 

• FRANK  S.  ROBINSON,  for 
writing  Confessions  of  a 
Numismatic  Fanatic:  How  to 
Get  the  Most  Out  of  Coin 
Collecting,  published  by 
Clio's  Cabinet  of  Lodi, 
Wisconsin 

• MICHAEL  SEDGWICK,  for 
the  consistently  excellent  press 
releases  he  has  written  on 
behalf  of  the  British  Royal  Mint 

• GEORGE  FREDERICK 
KOLBE,  for  his  exceptional 
auction  catalog  for  the  sale  of 
the  Dennis  Mendelson 
Library,  Oct.  17, 1992 

• MARTIN  GENGERKE,  for 
cataloging  the  Herman 
Halpern  Collection  of  United 
States  paper  money 

• ROBERT  KORVER,  for  his 
thoroughly  researched  articles 
in  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 

AWARDS  OF  APPRECIATION 

• DAVID  T.  ALEXANDER,  for 
researching  and  writing  A 25 
Year  History  of  the  NLG 

• ED  REITER,  for  editing  A 25 
Year  History  of  the  NLG 

• LEE  MARTIN,  for  his  contri- 
butions to  A 25- Year  History 
of  the  NLG 
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• DIANA  SEDGWICK,  for  pub- 
lishing A 25-Year  History  of 
the  NLG 

AWARDS  OF 
APPRECIATION 
FORJUDGING  ENTRIES 

In  the  writers'  competition 

• DAVID  T.  ALEXANDER 

• THOMAS  K.  DE  LOREY 

• JOHN  IDDINGS 

• R.W.  JULIAN 

• RON  MEYER 

• ED  REITER 

• ED  ROCHETTE 

• MAURICE  ROSEN 

• MARGO  RUSSELL 

• ANTHONY  SWIATEK 

• TOM  TOOLEN 

• SCOTT  A.  TRAVERS 
COMPETITION  COORDINATOR 


Boh  Julian  presents  the  Clemy  Award  to  Russ  Rulau 


DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE  AWARDS 

• CATHERINE  EDGERTON 
LENKER,  for  stellar  service  as 
NLG  treasurer 

• DAVID  L.  G ANZ,  for  continu- 
ing contributions  as  editor  of 
the  NLG  Newsletter 

• WENDELL  WOLKA,  for  years 
of  outstanding  service  as 
emcee  of  the  NLG  Bash 

THE  CLEMY  AWARD 

In  a category  of  its  own  since 
1968  is  the  Clemy  Award.  This 
highest  honor  of  NLG  is  bestowed 
annually  during  the  NLG  Bash  on 
an  NLG  member  in  recognition  of 
writing  skill,  dedication  to  numis- 
matics, sense  of  humor  and  dedi- 
cation to  the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild.  Nominations  are  submitted 
by  members  of  the  board  to  the 
previous  year's  winner,  who 
makes  the  final  choice. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR 
CLEMY  AWARD  WINNERS 
1968-1993 


1968 

Clement  F.  Bailey 

1969 

Edward  C.  Rochette 

1970 

Lee  Martin 

1971 

Margo  Russell 

1972 

Virginia  Culver 

1973 

Maurice  M.  Gould 

1974 

Eva  B.  Adams 

1975 

Ray  Byrne 

1976 

Chester  L.  Krause 

1977 

Richard  S.  Yeoman 

1978 

Lee  F.  Hewitt 

1979 

Abe  Kosoff 

1980 

Glenn  Smedley 

1981 

Arlie  Slabaugh 

1982 

Eric  P.  Newman 

1983 

Kenneth  Bressett 

1984 

Donn  Pearlman 

1985 

Walter  Breen 

1986 

Ed  Reiter 

1987 

David  Alexander 

1988 

James  L.  Miller 

1989 

Q.  David  Bowers 

1990 

David  L.  Ganz 

1991 

Chfford  Mishler 

1992 

R.W.  Julian 

1993 

Russell  Rulau 

Silver  Medal, 
Anniversary  Booklet 
Now  Available  from  NLG 

The  NLG  has  issued  a one- 
ounce,  .999-fine  silver  medal  to 
commemorate  its  25th  anniversary. 
It  also  has  published  a 
52-page  history  of  the  Guild 
written  by  David  T.  Alexander,  who 
served  for  nearly  a decade  as  execu- 
tive director  of  the  organization. 

The  medal  was  struck  by 
Pressed  Metal  Products  of 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
which  also  produces  the  uniface 


medal  used  on  the  awards  in  the 
annual  NLG  Writers'  Competition. 

Like  the  award  medal,  the 
obverse  of  the  anniversary  medal 
depicts  the  Guild's  official  logo: 
an  antique  Densmore  typewriter 
with  a Barber  dime  emerging 
from  its  platen.  Around  the  rim, 
in  fancy  lettering,  is  the  inscrip- 
tion "NUMISMATIC  LITERARY 
GUILD  • Founded  1968."  The 
medal's  reverse  bears  the  simple 
three-line  inscription  "NLG/1968- 
1993 /XXV,"  framed  by  a simple 
wreath.  The  logo  was  designed  by 
Nathan  Sobel.  The  reverse  was 
designed  by  Ed  Reiter  and  R.W. 
Julian.  This  is  the  first  precious- 
metal  collectible  ever  issued  by 
the  Guild,  and  just  250  examples 
were  struck. 

The  anniversary  booklet,  "A 
25-Year  History,  1968-1993," 
describes  in  detail  the  founding 
and  early  development  of  the 
Guild  and  traces  its  evolution 
over  the  last  quarter-century.  It 
contains  a wealth  of  fascinating 
insights  on  the  people  and  events 
that  shaped  the  organization  and 
provides  detailed  lists  of  NLG 
award  winners  through  the  years 
and  also  of  the  medals,  elongateds 
and  other  collectibles  issued  by 
the  Guild  — or  in  conjunction 
with  NLG  activities  — during  its 
first  25  years. 
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Since  the  number  25  is  so 
meaningful  at  this  time,  the  medal 
and  booklet  are  being  offered  joint- 
ly for  a special  combined  price  of 
$25.  That  price  includes  postage 
for  orders  being  sent  to  addresses 
within  the  United  States;  postage 
is  extra,  however,  for  orders  being 
shipped  elsewhere. 

Through  the  generosity  of 
David  Lisot,  president  of  Media 
Resource  Corp.,  the  Guild  has 
obtained  a dozen  copies  of  a 
videotape  of  the  1993  NLG  Bash  in 
Baltimore,  produced  by  Media 
Resource.  These  carry  a retail  price 
of  $49.95.  But  while  supplies  last, 
those  interested  can  obtain  all 
three  silver  anniversary  mementos 
- the  medal,  the  history  booklet 
and  the  videotape  - for  a com- 
bined price  of  $49.95.  Orders  will 
be  sent  postpaid  within  the  United 
States,  but  postage  will  be  extra 
for  orders  headed  elsewhere. 

Orders  should  be  sent,  along 
with  a check  or  money  order  for 
the  proper  amount,  to  Ed  Reiter, 
NLG  Executive  Director,  12 
Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Rock,  NJ 
07452.  The  medal  will  not  be 
restruck  and  the  remaining  sup- 
ply is  limited,  so  those  interested 
are  urged  to  send  their  orders 
without  delay. 

I 1 

I ORDER  FORM  | 

I Ed  Reiter,  I 

I NLG  Executive  Director  i 

* 12  Abbington  Terrace  * 

[ Glen  Rock  NJ  07452  [ 

I Dear  Ed,  I 

I Please  send  me:  ■ 

* [ ] NLG's  silver  anniversary  [ 

. medal  and  David  I 

I Alexander's  History  of  the  | 

I NLG  for  $25  I 

[ [ ] The  medal,  the  history, 

I and  the  video  for  $49.95.  | 

I Name: I 

Address:  . 

* City:  ! 

* State: Zip: * 
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21  New  Members 
Join  Our  Ranks 

The  NLG's  second  quarter- 
century  is  off  to  a flying  start, 
with  21  new  members  having 
been  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  in  recent  months  - most 
of  them  during  the  ANA  conven- 
tion in  Baltimore.  Here's  the 
impressive  list: 

• Doug  Andrews  of  Leamington, 
Ontario,  Canada,  managing 
partner  of  Andrews  & 
Associates  numismatic  consul- 
tants and  author  of  dozens  of 
articles  in  U.S.  and  Canadian 
coin  periodicals,  including  Coin 
World,  Numismatic  News, 
World  Coin  News  and 
Canadian  Coin  News.  Spon- 
sored by  Jerry  Remick. 

• Christopher  Batio  of  lola,  Wis., 
a staff  member  of  Krause 
Publications  whose  articles 
appear  regularly  in  Numismatic 
News,  Coins  Magazine,  Bank 
Note  Reporter  and  World  Coin 
News;  he  is  the  1993  winner  of 
the  Clement  F.  Bailey  Memorial 
Award  as  best  new  writer  in 
numismatics  Sponsored  by 
Dave  Harper. 

• Allen  G.  Berman  of  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  an  expert  and  highly 
acclaimed  author  on  coins  and 
medals  of  the  popes.  Sponsored 
by  Bob  Leonard. 

• R.  Randolph  (Randy)  Campbell 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  an  ANACS 
authenticator-grader  who  has 
contributed  chapters  to  two  Les 
Fox  books  and  written  articles 
for  Coin  World,  Numismatic 
News,  FUN  Topics  and  the 
National  Silver  Dollar 
Roundtable  Journal.  Sponsored 
by  Anthony  P.  Vigliotta. 

• Philip  John  Carrigan  of  Round 
Lake,  111.,  a contributor  to  the 
Barber  Coin  Collectors'  Society 
Journal  and  a research  contribu- 
tor to  guide  books  on  Barber 
dimes  and  half  dollars. 
Sponsored  by  Col.  Bill  Murray. 

• Tom  Culhane  of  Union,  NJ, 
owner  of  The  Elusive 
Spondulix,  a New  Jersey  coin 


company;  coin  columnist  for 
the  Rutland(Vt.)  Herald;  and 
contributor  to  the  Red  Book  and 
BlueBook.  Sponsored  by  Tim 
Benford. 

• Howard  A.  Daniel  111  of  Dunn 
Loring,  Va.,  president  of  the 
Southeast  Asian  Treasury,  a 
publishing  business  whose 
works  include  "The  Catalog  & 
Guidebook  of  Southeast  Asian 
Coins  and  Currency." 
Sponsored  by  Col.  Joe  Boling. 

• James  T.  Donohue  of  North 
Brunswick,  NJ,  editor  of  the 
Barber  Coin  Collectors'  Society 
Journal  and  author  of  numerous 
articles  for  hobby  publications. 
Sponsored  by  Christopher 
Connell. 

• Arnoldo  Efron  of  Houston, 
director  of  the  Monetary 
Research  Institute  and  author  of 
the  "MRI  Bankers'  Guide  to 
Foreign  Currency."  Sponsored 
by  Kay  Lenker. 

• Lloyd  L.  Entenmann  of 
Aububon,  NJ,  author  of  the 
book  "Love  Tokens  as  Engraved 
Coins"  and  of  articles  in  The 
Numismatist,  Coin  World, 
Numismatic  News  and  other 
hobby  periodicals.  Sponsored 
by  Anthony  P.  Vigliotta. 

• Cynthia  (Cindy)  Wibker 
Grellman  of  Lake  Mary,  Fla.,  a 
contributing  author  to  more  than 
10  books  on  tokens  and  medals 
who  also  has  written  articles  for 
the  TAMS  Journal  and  the  Civil 
War  Token  Journal  and  written  a 
column  in  FUN  Topics. 
Sponsored  by  Col.  Bill  Murray. 

• Robert  L.  Hendershott  of 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  author  of 
the  soon-to-be-published  book 
"1904  St.  Louis  World's  Fair" 
and  of  articles  in  FUN  Topics 
and  - at  age  95  - winner  of  the 
ANA'S  1993  Farran  Zerbe 
Award.  Sponsored  by  Ed  Reiter. 

• Danny  C.  Hoffman  of  Laurens, 
S.C.,  editor  of  YN  Digest,  the 
official  publication  of  the  Young 
Numismatists  of  America,  who 
also  has  written  articles  for  The 
Numismatist/First  Strike  and 
The  Commemorative  Forum. 
Sponsored  by  Anthony  Swiatek. 
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Ernest  E.  Keusch  of  Madison, 
NJ,  author  (with  R.W.  Julian)  of 
the  TAMS  book  on  U.S.  Mint 
assay  medals.  Sponsored  by 
R.W. Julian  and  Christopher 
Connell. 

Gerald  L.  Kochel  of  Lititz,  Pa., 
senior  numismatist  at  the  DDS 
Rare  Coin  Gallery  in  Manheim, 
Pa.,  who  has  written  articles  for 
The  Numismatist,  Rare  Coin 
Review,  the  Gobrecht  Journal, 
the  MANA  Journal,  the 
Centinel  and  the  Givil  War 
Token  Journal.  Sponsored  by 
Col.  Bill  Murray. 

John  J.  Kraljevich  Jr.  of 
Pottstown,  Pa.,  author  of  " K 
Descriptive  Treatise  on  the 
Varieties  in  the  John  Swan 
Randall  Hoard  of  United  States 
Large  Cents"  and  of  articles  in 
Penny-Wise,  YN  Digest,  The 
Commemorative  Trail  and  The 
Asylum  Sponsored  by 
Christopher  Connell. 

Robert  P.  Metzger  of  Cedar 
Park,  Texas,  editor  of  the  TNA 
News,  official  publication  of  the 
Texas  Numismatic  Association. 
Sponsored  by  Col.  Bill  Murray. 
Gloria  E.  Peters  of  Irvine,  Calif., 
editor  of  Winning  Ways,  the 
official  publication  of  Women  in 
Numismatics,  who  also  has 
written  articles  for  The 
Commemorative  Trail. 
Sponsored  by  Kay  Lenker. 
William  B.  Swoger  of  Lake 
Odessa,  Mich.,  who  has  con- 
tributed articles  to  Coin  World, 
the  TAMS  Journal  and  The 
Eagle,  and  written  an  introduc- 
tion to  "Numismatic 
Genealogical  Research." 
Sponsored  by  Kay  Lenker. 
James  Taylor  of  Colorado 
Springs,  education  director  of 
the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  editor  of  the  ANA 
Correspondence  Course  and 
the  ANA  grading  guide,  and 
producer/director  of  "Money 
Talks,"  the  ANA's  award-win- 
ning radio  program.  Sponsored 
by  Ed  Reiter. 

Tom  V.  Warfel  of  Edwardsburg, 
Mich.,  a frequent  contributor  to 
The  Michmatist,  official  publi- 


cation of  the  Michigan  State 
Numismatic  Association. 
Sponsored  by  John  D.  Wright. 

From  the 
Director's  Desk 

By  Ed  Reiter 

"We  will  have  these  moments 
to  remember." 

Pm  borrowing  those  words 
from  a popular  song  of  the  1950s 
— my  youth  (and  perhaps  yours, 
too)  - because  I feel  nostalgic  right 
now.  My  thoughts  at  this  moment 
aren't  drifting  back  to  the  1950s, 
though:  Rather,  Pm  reflecting  on 
the  festive  events  of  July  29,  when 
the  NLG  held  its  1993  Bash  at 
Baltimore's  Hyatt  Hotel. 

This  year's  Bash  was  more 
special  than  most,  for  it  capped 
our  observance  of  the  Guild's  gala 
silver  anniversary.  Happily,  we 
had  a standing-room-only  audi- 
ence on  hand  to  witness  the 
goings-on,  groan  at  some  of  the 
more  outrageous  humor  and 
reward  our  honorees  with  well- 
deserved  applause. 

After  an  absence  of  nearly  a 
decade.  The  Girls  returned  to  the 
NLG  stage  with  a winning  — and 
whinnying  - performance.  "We're 
the  ole  grey  mares  and  we  ain't 
what  we  used  to  be,"  the  veteran 
troupers  lamented  in  their  open- 
ing number,  as  they  entered  with 
the  aid  of  a wheelchair,  walker 
and  canes.  Later,  they  proved  that 
they're  still  frisky  fillies  by  assum- 
ing the  personas  of  famous 
vamps.  Margo  Russell  appeared 
as  Mae  West,  Janet  Rothert  as 
Dolly  Parton,  Polly  Dodson  as 
Dorothy  Lamour,  P.M.  Williams  as 
Cleopatra  and  Betty  Medlar  as 
Phyllis  Diller.  The  crowd  clearly 
loved  the  lavishly  choreographed 
performance,  produced  with  big 
assists  from  narrator  Peg 
Greenway  and  stage  manager 
Sarah  Barhorst  (Margo's  13-year- 
old  granddaughter). 

For  the  fifth  consecutive  year, 
Wendell  Wolka  served  as  Bash 
emcee,  and  as  usual  he  brought 
deliciously  droll  wit  to  the  pro- 
ceedings - along  with  the  requisite 


table-full  of  "paid  shills"  to  bail 
out  struggling  performers  with 
strategic  moral  support.  Wendell 
opened  the  program  with  a 
tongue-in-cheek  (Ihristmas-in- 
July  wish  list  for  numismatic 
luminaries  (Grover  Criswell's 
wish,  for  instance,  was  for  2,000 
more  votes).  Later,  he  and  this 
Reiter.. .er,  writer...  took  the  audi- 
ence on  a guided  tour  of  Geriatric 
Park,  home  of  the  ANA  Board  of 
Governors,  and  pointed  out  such 
attractions  as  the  Saber-Toothed 
Pitt  Man,  the  nest-building 
Schook-o-saurus  and  the  gentle 
Bressett-o-saurus. 

Q.  David  Bowers  amazed  the 
assemblage  - and  his  "co-  star," 
Scott  Travers  - by  divining  the 
answers  to  questions  inside  sealed 
envelopes.  (This  gets  a little  con- 
fusing unless  you  watch 
"Jeopardy!"  a lot.)  One  of  the 
answers  he  readily  came  up  with, 
for  instance,  was  "Gays  in  the  mil- 
itary." The  matching  question: 
"Name  one  special-interest  group 
not  yet  honored  on  U.S.  commem- 
orative coins."  After  Bowers 
deduced  that  another  of  the 
answers  was  "Roseanne  Barr," 
Travers  read  this  question:  "Name 
the  largest,  most  repulsive  silver 
ingot  ever  made." 

This  year's  Ed  Reiter  satirical 
song  was  a paean  (pronounced 
PEE-on)  to  U.S.  coinage  redesign, 
or  rather  the  lack  of  same.  Sung  to 
the  tune  of  "Music,  Music, 
Music,"  the  old  Teresa  Brewer  hit, 
it  included  the  following  uplifting 
lyrics:  "Boring  ...  You've  got  me 
snoring...  They  may  put  some- 
thing just  as  dorky  in,  still  1 want 
Jack  Kevorkian...  to...  shp  the  cent 
some  cyanide,  drown  the  dime 
the  next  high  tide,  make  it  look 
like  suicide...  They're  losers, 
losers,  losers." 

Perhaps  to  justify  Emcee 
Wolka's  description  of  me  as  "The 
Songbird  of  the  NLG,"  1 subse- 
quently sang  a more  serious  num- 
ber called  "I  Must  Go  On  Loving 
You"  to  Patt,  my  wife  of  more 
than  24  years,  in  anticipation  of 
our  own  upcoming  silver  anniver- 
sary. While  my  singing  may  have 
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been  tremulous,  the  sentiments 
were  sincere  and  I do  take  pride 
in  being  the  song's  composer. 

Tom  Lacey  made  a series  of 
cameo  appearances,  as  he  did  last 
year  in  Orlando,  to  bring  the  gath- 
ering up  to  date  on  "news  flash- 
es" from  the  convention  floor  — 
including  word  that  Rorida  deal- 
er and  Motown-phobe  J.H.  Cline 
had  just  been  named  hospitality 
chairman  for  next  year's  ANA 
convention  in  Detroit.  Greg  Heim, 
a recent  graduate  from  the  Young 
Numismatist  ranks,  made  his 
Bash  debut  with  a reading  of 
satirical  auction-lot  descriptions. 
And  a brash  interloper  - later 
revealed  to  be  NLG  member 
Bradley  S.  Karoleff  - interrupted 
the  program  briefly  to  present 
yours  truly  with  a copy  of 
Playgirl  Magazine  on  behalf  of 
Margo  Russell  and  Ken  Bressett, 
in"  appreciation"  for  my  vocal 
impressions  of  both  at  the 
Orlando  Bash.  It  was  unclear 
whether  this  was  intended  to  dis- 
courage further  such  impressions 

— but,  if  so,  it  joined  a proud  tra- 
dition of  NLG  "gag  gifts." 
Unfazed,  1 did  an  all-new  Rich 
Little  - or  rather.  Poor  Little  - rou- 
tine, this  time  "honoring"  Harry 
Forman,  Russ  Rulau,  Q.  David 
Bowers  and  Ray  Merena. 

As  always,  the  Bash  had  its 
serious  side:  After  the  fun  and 
frolic,  we  recognized  the  achieve- 
ments of  winning  entrants  in  this 
year's  NLG  Writers'  Competition 

— and  the  list  was  unusually 
long,  augmented  by  special 
awards  tied  to  the  silver  anniver- 
sary. Scott  Travers  did  his  usual 
masterful  job  as  contest  coordina- 
tor, overcoming  enormous  obsta- 
cles to  get  the  handsome  plaques 
prepared  in  time  for  presentation 
on  NLG's  big  night. 

The  evening's  dramatic  high- 
light came  with  the  announce- 
ment of  this  year's  Clemy  winner. 
Aptly,  the  award  went  to  a charter 
member  who  has  played  an 
important  role  in  the  Guild  right 
from  its  beginning  in  1968:  token 
and  medal  expert  Russ  Rulau. 
Last  year's  winner.  Bob  Julian, 


told  how  he  had  agonized  over 
the  selection,  noting  that  the  nom- 
inees presented  to  him  by  the 
NLG  Board  included  several 
highly  deserving  candidates.  In 
the  end,  though,  it  was  clear  from 
Russ's  moving  acceptance  speech 
- and  the  warm  response  of  the 
audience  — that  Bob  had  made  an 
excellent  choice. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  Russ  had 
been  a member  of  a highly  distin- 
guished panel  at  the  annual  NLG 
Symposium.  Reflecting  our 
emphasis  on  the  silver  anniver- 
sary, this  year's  topic  was  the 
NLG  itself  - how  it  came  into 
being,  how  it  has  grown  and 
developed  and  where  it's  headed 
now.  Russ  was  joined  on  the  panel 
by  Margo  Russell,  Jim  Miller  and 
Col.  Bill  Murray  - all  old-timers  in 
the  Guild.  Donning  yet  another 
hat  in  his  seemingly  endless  ser- 
vice to  NLG,  Scott  Travers 
presided  ably  as  moderator. 

The  overflow  turnout  at  the 
Bash  was  remarkable,  considering 
that  the  U.S.  Mint  held  a lavish 
reception  that  night  and  lured 
away  many  convention-goers  who 
otherwise  might  have  spent  the 
evening  with  us.  As  it  was,  we 
delayed  the  start  of  the  Bash  to 
accommodate  those  who  rushed 
back  from  the  Mint  affair  to  join  us. 

Those  who  missed  the  Bash  - 
and,  for  that  matter,  those  who 
attended,  as  well  - will  be  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  evening's  events 
were  preserved  for  posterity  on 
videotape  by  David  Lisot's  Media 
Resource  Corp.  David  has  gener- 
ously supplied  us  with  a dozen 
copies  of  the  tape,  and  these  are 
now  available  for  purchase.  For 
those  who  attended  the  Bash,  this 
is  a chance  to  relive  the  experi- 
ence; 1 did  so  myself,  and  enjoyed 
the  show  even  more  the  second 
time  around  (when  1 wasn't  preoc- 
cupied being  in  it!).  For  those  who 
DIDN'T  attend,  this  is  a chance  to 
see  just  what  you  missed. 

Two  other  enduring  keep- 
sakes also  will  help  us  remember 
NLG's  many  happy  moments. 
One  is  the  special  one-ounce,  .999- 
fine  silver  medal  we  issued  to 


mark  our  anniversary;  the  other  is 
the  richly  detailed  52-page  history 
of  the  Guild  written  for  the  occa- 
sion by  David  Alexander.  I'm 
proud  of  both  these  mementos  - 
and  if  you  haven't  already 
obtained  your  personal  copies  of 
both,  1 urge  you  to  do  so.  Limited 
quantities  remain  - at  a combina- 
tion price  of  $25  for  the  medal 
plus  the  history  — and  these  can 
be  ordered  by  writing  to  me  at 
12  Abbington  Ter.,  Glen  Rock,  NJ 
07452.  Postage  is  additional  for 
orders  shipped  outside  the  United 
States. 

David  Lisot  tells  me  that  the 
videotape  of  the  Bash  has  a retail 
value  of  $49.95.  While  our  small 
supplies  last,  we're  offering  an 
EXTRA  special  package  deal: 
We'll  sell  you  all  three  silver 
anniversary  mementos  - the 
medal,  the  52-page  history  AND 
the  videotape  - for  the  regular 
retail  price  of  the  videotape  alone. 
Send  $49.95  to  yours  truly  at  the 
above  address,  and  I'll  send  you 
all  three  items  postpaid.  But 
remember,  we  have  only  a dozen 
copies  of  the  tape. 

Dave  Alexander  did  a fantas- 
tic job  of  putting  our  first  25  years 
down  on  paper,  and  we  owe  him 
an  enormous  debt  of  gratitude. 
Our  treasurer,  Kay  Lenker,  also 
deserves  tremendous  thanks  for 
keeping  our  bank  account  out  of 
the  red  during  a time  when 
numerous  special  projects  put  a 
huge  drain  on  our  resources. 

The  somewhat  fragile  state  of 
NLG  finances  prompted  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  take  a close 
look  at  how  we  might  ensure  the 
long-term  fiscal  health  of  the 
organization.  The  Board  voted 
unanimously  to  increase  the 
annual  dues  by  $5,  effective  Jan.  1, 
1994.  As  of  that  date,  dues  wHl  be 
$15  a year  for  members  in  the 
United  States  and  $20  a year  for 
those  residing  elsewhere  (reflect- 
ing higher  postage  costs).  This 
represents  the  first  such  increase 
in  nine  years,  even  though 
expenses  - especially  for  printing 
and  mailing  the  Newsletter  - have 
risen  sharply  during  that  time. 
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risen  sharply  during  that  time. 
The  Board  also  established  a new 
membership  category,  suggested 
by  the  milestone  the  Guild  has 
just  attained:  Silver  Life 
Membership.  Dues  for  this  cate- 
gory are  $250  for  members  in  the 
United  States  and  $300  for  those 
who  live  elsewhere.  Each  eligible 
member  who  signs  up  for  Silver 
Life  Membership  during  1993,  our 
25th  anniversary  year,  v^l  receive 
at  no  additional  cost  a silver 
anniversary  medal  and  a copy  of 
our"  25-Year  History."  Anyone 
interested  should  contact  me  as 
soon  as  possible,  since  supplies  of 
both  the  medal  and  the  history 
booklet  are  limited. 

Three  newly  elected  directors 
joined  the  NLG  Board  at  the 
Baltimore  convention  - and  all  are 
long  time  members  with  distin- 
guished records  of  service  to  the 
Guild:  David  Alexander,  Col.  Bill 
Murray  and  Scott  Travers.  Dave 
Alexander  not  only  wrote  our  25- 
year  history  but  also  played  a piv- 
otal role  in  MAKING  much  of 
that  history  as  executive  director 
for  nearly  a decade.  Bill  Murray 
served  a previous  stint  on  the 
Board  in  the  Eighties  and  has 


always  been  available  to  help  the 
NLG  when  ever  asked.  Scott 
Travers  has  been  a pillar  of 
strength  as  contest  coordinator 
since  1991,  and  also  has  worked 
for  the  Guild  in  countless  other 
ways. 

Tm  also  pleased  to  announce 
that  David  Ganz  will  continue  to 
serve  as  editor  of  the  NLG 
Newsletter  despite  his  for  mid 
able  workload  as  newly  elected 
president  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  Dave 
and  his  talented  assistant,  Barbara 
Parrotto,  have  done  wonders  with 
the  Newsletter  during  the  last 
three  years  and  we're  fortunate 
indeed  that  they  have  consented 
to  continue  putting  it  out.  Starting 
with  this  issue,  by  the  way,  the 
Newsletter  is  being  printed  by 
Orchard  Communications,  a com- 
pany operated  by  Michael  and 
Diana  Sedgwick,  who  are  best 
known  to  most  of  us  through  their 
roles  as  able  publicists  for  the 
British  Royal  Mint.  Orchard  also 
printed  our  "25- Year  History,"and 
did  so  with  both  skill  and  loving 
care. 

One  final  item:  From  time  to 
time,  NLG  is  approached  by  pub- 


lishers and  publicists  who  wish  to 
send  materials  to  our  members. 
On  occasion,  for  example,  pub- 
lishers have  sent  complimentary 
copies  of  new  hobby  books.  In 
another  recent  instance,  we  were 
asked  to  provide  our  mailing  list 
by  a publicist  representing  the 
American  Numismatic  Society. 
Some  members  have  objected  to 
having  their  names  and  addresses 
provided  for  any  purposes  other 
than  NLG  mailings.  Please  let  me 
know  how  you  feel  about  this 
subject  - and  notify  me  if  you 
want  your  name  with  held  from 
any  such  list  we  might  provide. 

Fee  Paying  Jobs  to 
NLG  Members 
Offered  by  ANA 

James  Taylor,  director  of  edu- 
cation for  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  has 
invited  NLG  members  to  solicit 
scripts  for  the  "Money  Talks" 
radio  program,  which  is  now 
heard  by  more  than  118  radio  sta- 
tions each  day  - a potential  listen- 
ing audience  in  the  millions. 
National  Public  Radio  is  the  site 
for  the  program,  which  features 


We  thank  the  members  of  NLG  whose  articles 
have  enriched  COINage  magazine  since  1964. 
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Scripts  run  no  more  than  350 
vvonis  (generally  a single  page  of 
text,  typed)  and  ANA  pays  $30 
for  each  script  that  is  accepted. 
Because  the  program  runs  every- 
day of  the  work  week,  that 
amounts  to  more  than  200  oppor- 
tunities for  placement  each  year. 

In  addition  to  the  payment 
(which  amounts  to  about  9 cents  a 
word),  NLG  contributors  accept- 
ed also  get  credit  on  the  broadcast 
at  its  conclusion.  They  are  named 
as  author. 

Marilyn  Reback,  of  the  staff  of 
The  Numismatist  had  the  best 
script  submitted  this  past  year:  on 
Tax  Day  and  Lady  Godiva,  and  its 
numismatic  connection. 

To  obtain  information  about 
the  script  requirements,  call  James 
Taylor  (719-632-2646)  or  write  to 
him  at  ANA  headquarters,  818  N 
Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80903. 


Articles  Wanted  by 
TennClub 

Gayle  K.  Pike,  editor  of  the 
TennCoin  News,  writes  that  the 
publication,  official  journal  of  the 
Tennessee  State  Numismatic 
Society  is  in  need  of  articles. 

"There  are  so  many  talented 
people  in  NLG  that  I would  like 
to  ask  your  help,"  she  writes.  "If 
you  would  like  to  write  an  article 
for  TennCoin  news  or  let  us 
reprint  an  article  that  you  have 
written  in  the  past,  we  would  be 
glad  to  offer  a year's  free  dues  in 
TSNS  and  the  article  would  be 
entered  in  competition  for  our 
literary  award." 

Send  articles  to: 

Gayle  K.  Pike,  Editor 
81  North  Century 
Memphis,  TN  38111 


]l(iQtoir''3  KlcDiicstbdXDlk 

By  David  L.  Ganz 

A funny  thing  happened 
to  the  last  issue.  1 was  elected 
President  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association. 
Nothing  after  eight  years  on 
the  board  prepared  me  for 
working  as  a "volunteer"  40 
hours  a week  on  ANA  busi- 
ness, and  trying  to  practice 
law  in  my  spare  time. 

Sorry  about  that.  The 
Newsletter  suffered.  But  this 
edition,  thanks  to  Ed  Reiter's 
contribution,  and  the  Sedgwicks' 
production  acumen,  should 
bring  us  back  on  track 

Still,  7800  words  is  a nice 
size  issue;  but  1 can't  write  it 
all  (everything  unbylined  is 
from  my  typewriter).  How 
'bout  it.  An  article,  please? 
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